Experiences of mistreatment among women with cerebral palsy.
Abuse and mistreatment of women with disabilities is a complex problem that affects their health and well-being. Previous studies have focused on heterogeneous groups of women with disabilities, with only small numbers of women with cerebral palsy included, but different disabilities may play specific roles in relation to abuse. Exploring mistreatment of women with cerebral palsy is important in determining the relationship between mistreatment and a specific disability. The aim of this article was to describe experiences and meanings of mistreatment among women with cerebral palsy. The feminist biographical method was used to provide an in-depth exploration of women's storied lives, uncover the meaning of women's lives from their own perspective, and provide understanding of women whose stories are seldom told. A sample of eight participants participated in two in-depth, audio-recorded interviews. Two major themes and five subthemes emerged. The meaning of mistreatment included participants' definition of mistreatment and their explanation for mistreatment. Outcomes of mistreatment were divided into emotional, social, and physical outcomes. Health care providers need to understand the meaning and outcomes of mistreatment in their patients' lives to begin to address mistreatment, listen to patients, advocate when needed, and provide appropriate health care.